
Key 2026-27 Dates for Biology Graduate Students 
Events may be added or revised during the year, so bookmark this page rather than saving it. 

 
JULY 

23 1st monthly stipend payment of 2026-27 is disbursed; students who established direct deposit at least 5 business days prior 
will receive payment by direct deposit by AUG 1, otherwise checks will be mailed to address listed in SIS (stipend payment 
schedule, https://graduate.as.virginia.edu/stipend-and-wages-disbursement). 

AUGUST 

1 2025-26 student health insurance plan begins. 

10 1st year students submit 1st lab rotation preference (via electronic form). 

25 Classes begin.  

28 First biweekly GTA/GRA wage payment for 2026-27 is disbursed (schedule, https://graduate.as.virginia.edu/stipend-and-wages-
disbursement).  

SEPTEMBER 

1 Classes are held on Labor Day. 

8 Last day to add courses. 

9 Last day drop courses and have them removed from transcript without a “W”. 

15 Deadline to apply for Fall Britt Travel Award (via electronic form) for conferences that will be held before June 30. 

20 Last day to drop courses and have them marked as “withdrawn” on transcripts. 

OCTOBER 

1 Deadline to register for December graduation in SIS, confirm academic requirements are met and transcripts are accurate, and 
complete the Survey of Earned Doctorates. 

5, 7, 9 One-on-one meetings between 1st year students and the DGS. 

6 1st year students: Deadline to confirm 2nd and 3rd (if applicable) rotations in the 2026 Cohort Lab Rotation Form, 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kTyJgJh3eJD3L-7pyEmuRzYR1Yz5NsLuWIcsUYVenU8/edit?pli=1&gid=0#gid=0 . 

3-6     Fall reading days.  

30 2nd year students: Deadline to complete the 2025 Cohort Committee Google Form to confirm the faculty members who 
agreed to serve on your committee as 1st reader,  2 additional committee members, and the GSAS representative (a faculty 
member who does NOT have a primary appointment in the Biology Department. Two of the five members must have a primary 
appointment in Biology. Link to 2025 COHORT COMMITTEE AND QUALIFYING EXAM SHEET, 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GzzMF8Qfu4k8dvtgA8FE4YWUD1AXk57IIbl-Xfk18ic/edit?usp=sharing . 

NOVEMBER 

3 Election Day (no classes). 

12 Spring course enrollment begins. 

6 Deadline for December graduates to hold private thesis/dissertation defense. 

20 Deadline for December graduates to hold public thesis/dissertation defense. 
AND to have Final Exam Forms signed by their committee, the DGS, Chair, and Graduate Coordinator. 

25-29 University closed for Thanksgiving Break. 

30 Deadline for December graduates to upload dissertations to Libra.  

DECEMBER 

1 All students should have finished enrolling--for a minimum of 12 credits—for the spring semester.  

8 Last day of fall classes. 

10-18 Exams  

13 & 16 Reading days 

18 Fall Degrees confirmed. 

JANUARY 

1-15 Britt Travel Award Application opens for conferences that will be held before June 30. 

18 University closed for MLK Holiday. 

20 Spring term begins. 

FEBRUARY    Note: graduate teaching award nominations will be due in early FEB, specific date TBD 

1 Deadline for PhD students and terminal MA/MS students to register in SIS for May graduation, verify academic 
requirements have been met and transcripts are accurate, and (for PhD students) complete the Survey of Earned Doctorates. 

3 Deadline for 2nd year students to confirm with their committees the date, time, and location for their qualifying exams—which 
must be held before the last day of spring classes--and enter this information in the 2025 COHORT COMMITTEE AND 
QUALIFYING EXAM SHEET, https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GzzMF8Qfu4k8dvtgA8FE4YWUD1AXk57IIbl-
Xfk18ic/edit?gid=0#gid=0 . 

15 Deadlines for Burke, Dent, and Fleming award nominations. 
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6 Spring break begins. 

MARCH (dates for our visitation event are TBD) 

10 1st year students can begin an optional 3rd rotation (that would end May 31).  

14 Spring break ends. 

APRIL   

1 Deadline  for May Graduates to verify academic requirements have been met and transcripts are accurate and (for PhD 
students) to complete the Survey of Earned Doctorates. 

5-9 Graduate Student Appreciation Week 

11 Deadline for May Graduates to hold private thesis/dissertation defense. 

Deadline for 1st year students to select advisors. 

14 Enrollment for fall courses begins. 

25 Deadline for May Graduates to hold public thesis/dissertation defense. 

26 Deadline for May Graduates defending a thesis/dissertation to have Final Exam Forms signed by committee, Chair, DGS, and 
graduate coordinator. 

30 Deadline for May Graduates to upload dissertations to Libra. 

MAY  

4 Spring courses end. 

5 Returning students should be registered for fall semester. 

6-14 Spring exams 

9 & 12 Reading Days 

15 Deadline to apply for Summer Britt Travel Award (via electronic form) for conferences that will be held before June 30. 

22-23 Finals weekend (click here for information on Finals Weekend 2026) 

JUNE 

  

JULY 

1 Deadline to apply in SIS for an August graduation, to verify academic requirements will be met and transcripts are accurate, 
and (for PhD students) to complete the Survey of Earned Doctorates. 

12 Last day for August Graduates to hold private thesis/dissertation defense. 

26 Last day for August Graduates to hold public thesis/dissertation defense. 

27 Last day  for August Graduates defending a thesis/dissertation to have Final Exam Forms signed by committee, Chair, DGS, 
and graduate coordinator. 

31 Deadline for August Graduates  to upload dissertation to Libra. 
 
2025-26 health insurance plan coverage ends. 
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